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ernment officials. 

 

 

1. October 1, 2007 
Accession to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 

 

On 1st October 2007, the Japanese government 
officially acceded to the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court as a result of the 
combined efforts of various actors, including 
but not limited to: the World Federalist 
Movement of Japan (WFMJ), the Japanese 
Parliamentary Committee for World 
Federation (JPCWF), the four WFMJ-affiliated 
organizations, the Japanese Network for the 
ICC (JNICC), legal experts, highly motivated 
parliamentarians, and gov

 
Our campaign on the ICC began in 2001 when our President Mitsunori UEKI along with other 
colleagues made a visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to submit a formal request to the 
Foreign Minister requesting Japan’s early accession to the Rome Statute. The campaign 
continued well into 2007, until representatives of each of the seven political parties made their 
formal request to all of the relevant ministries. Our activities included the following: 
 
1. Meeting each parliamentarian and setting up study session with the influential members; 
2. Upgrading the study session into a parliamentary group for further practical actions; 
3. Support lobbying efforts by assisting parliamentary visits to the relevant ministries; 
4. Support local petitioning efforts of the regional WFMJ branches. 
 
As a result of these activities the government officially referred their instruments of ratification to 
the United Nations on 17 July 2007 thereby becoming the 105th state party to the Rome Statute. 
Although being the 105th state is not as praiseworthy as being part of the first 66 states that enabled 
the coming into force of the Statute, states like China, Russia, and the United States are still not 
party to the Statute while heinous crimes remain rampant in the whole of the African and Asian 
continent. The Court was established to address these crimes, and Japan’s contribution to this noble 
institution is significant, not mentioning the total annual budgetary contribution of over USD30 
million. By joining the Court’s system Japan has made a significant step forward in becoming a 
responsible global player in establishing lasting peace and justice in the world. 
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2. December 17, 2007 
The 2nd Policy Recommendation Submitted to the Foreign Minister 

 
On 17th December 2007, WFMJ President 
Mitsunori UEKI and JPCWF President 
Mayumi MORIYAMA together visited the 
office of then Foreign Minister Masahiko 
KOUMURA to formally submit the second 
policy paper, “Policy Recommendation for 
Realizing a World Federation.” President 
UEKI explained the purpose of the proposal 
and summarized the three main pillars 
stressing the needs of the following: 

 
1. Deepening the efforts in consolidating the support for the ICC; 
2. Practical steps towards the adoption of a parliamentary resolution on World Federation; 
3. A leadership role in the Toyako Summit on presenting global environmental solutions. 

 
Responding to these recommendations Minister KOUMURA promised that “serious 
consideration” will be made and that a written response will be returned shortly. 
 
The proposal was a culmination of months of intense debate on the internet listserv 
conducted by the Theories & Strategies Committee. It was subsequently approved by the 
Japan Association for World Federation as a formal paper of the WFMJ and was submitted 
in the name of the presidents and committee chairmen of the four affiliated organizations, 
Mitsunori UEKI, Mayumi MORIYAMA, Yasuo SHIKATA, and Tsunekiyo TANAKA. 
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On the occasion of the seventh G8 Speaker 
of the Lower House Summit held in 
Hiroshima on 2 September, WFMJ 
President Mitsunori UEKI and JPCWF 
President Mayumi MORIYAMA together 
visited the office of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Yohei KONO on 
29 August to submit a proposal on arms 
reduction to be considered during the 
Speakers Summit. 

 
The arms reduction proposal consisted of 
the following four points: 
 
1. Illegalization of the use of nuclear arms; 
2. Restriction on cluster munitions; 
3. Restrictions on DU weapons; 
4. Promotion of the Arms Trade Treaty. 

 
Specifically, the proposal called for the following: 
 
1. Establishment of an international law prohibiting the use and threat of the use of nuclear arms; 
2. Disposal of existing cluster munitions and preparation of relevant implementing laws for the 

ratification of the Convention on Cluster Munitions; 
3. Exercise of voluntary restraint on the use of DU arsenal and active participation to the efforts 

involving the studies on the effect of the DU arsenal; 
4. Actively engagement in the efforts to accelerate the adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty 

 

3. August 29, 2008 
Proposal on arms reduction submitted to the G8 Speaker of the House Summit

Receiving these recommendations, Speaker KONO promised to distribute the paper to each of the 
participants of the Summit as a document of critical importance following its completion.  
 
The document was submitted by JPCWF Secretary-General Osamu SHIOHAMA and was translated 
by the collaboration of Akira TAKAGI and Takahiro KATSUMI, the Chairman of the WFMJ Council, 
and the Member of the Executive Committee, respectively.  
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4. July 28 – August 2, 2008 
Middle East Peace Project: A cultural experience event held in Koganei City 

From July 28 to August 2, a student experience 
project inviting the bereaved children of the 
Middle East from both the Israeli and 
Palestinian side, the Middle East Peace Project, 
was held in the Koganei City of Tokyo, hosted by 
the Executive Committee on the Middle East 
Project in Koganei led by Koganei City Mayor, 
Takahiro INABA. 
 
Five Israeli and four Palestinian high-school 
students along with one NPO mentor visited the 
Japanese city of Koganei for the event. 

 
The students enjoyed cultural experiences while staying in the homes of the residents. The climax of 
the event came on the last day when Mayor INABA said in his closing remarks, ”It is my sincere 
wish that through such cultural experience and various civilian exchanges, you can learn that 
ending the cycle of hatred is possible by simply spending some time together in one place.” 
 
One of the Israeli students, fifteen-year old Noam Oren took the stage to answer an interview and 
said, “My purpose of coming to Japan was to help you understand what the realities are. We don’t 
live in hatred, and that is what I wanted the people of Japan to know.” 
 
The Palestinian mentor, Mr. Khaled Abu Awwad1 also took the stage saying, “I’ve lost two of my 
brothers in an Israeli air attack. But they won’t come back even if I took revenge. I would like to 
promote understanding and love so that we can realize peace.” 
 
Before returning home, on August 1st, the students made a courtesy visit along with WFMJ 
President UEKI to the Prime Minister’s Office, the Israeli embassy, and the Palestinian 
Representatives Office and were warmly welcome by all participants. 
 
A municipal, grass-root effort like this may become a great engine of peace in the Middle East, as 
mentioned in Prime Minister Aso’s speech at the UN General Assembly late September. Japanese 
municipalities will continue to engage in efforts like these to sow the “seeds of peace.” 
 
*The Middle East Peace Project was first held in the City of Ayabe in 2003. In 2004, the Municipal 
Consultative Assembly decided to subsidize the project. The project was then taken over by the cities of 
Okayama, Tokushima, and Kameoka, but the project came to a halt in 2006 and 2007 due to deteriorating 
conditions in the Middle East. This year’s event marks the fourth round after three years since the last event. 

                             
1 Mr. Awwad is the General Manager of an NPO program “The Parents Cirlcle - Families Forum” of Bereaved Families 
Supporting Peace, Reconciliation & Tolerance. 
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he following: 

 

 
On 17th September 2008, WFMJ President 
Mitsunori UEKI and JPCWF President Mayumi 
MORIYAMA together visited the office of then 
Foreign Minister Masahiko KOUMURA to 
formally submit the third policy 
recommendation paper on realization of a World 
Federation. Representatives of the WFMJ 
Secretariat and the Secretary-General of the AO 
JPCWF were also present at the meeting. 
President UEKI explained the purpose of the 
proposal and summarized the four main pillars 
stressing the needs of t

 
1. Assuming a leadership role in tackling environmental issues; 
2. Deepening the efforts in consolidating the foundation of the ICC system; 
3. Proactive role in promoting arms reduction towards lasting global peace; 
4. Establishing a common understanding on the principles of a World Federation. 

 

5. September 17, 2008 
The 3rd Policy Recommendation submitted to the Foreign Minister  

Expressing his appreciation that the World Federalists are moving forward with their goals 
in a practical manner, Minister KOUMURA said that although execution of these 
recommendations are difficult, “we support the direction it holds is promising and the 
government will endeavor towards realizing the goals presented in the report by doing what 
we can for each of the set goals, one by one.” A written response is to be prepared by the 
ministry. 
 
As with the last report, the six-page report was a culmination of months of intense debate on 
the e-listserv conducted by the Theories & Strategies Committee. It was submitted in the 
name of the presidents and committee chairmen of the four affiliated organizations, 
Mitsunori UEKI, Mayumi MORIYAMA, Yasuo SHIKATA, and Tsunekiyo TANAKA. 
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By Tadanori Ogino, Chairman of the Theories & Strategies Committee 

Translated by Takahiro Katsumi, Member of the Committee  
 

In the Executive Committee Meeting held on April 16, an intense debate took place 
concerning the position of the organization on the pacifist clause of the Constitution.  
 
The seventh draft of this position paper, “The Position of the World Federalist Movement of 
Japan on the Pacifist Clause of the Constitution” was presented to the Committee for 
discussion and it was decided that the position may present a ‘direction’ but not a concrete 
policy of the organization on the matter concerned. This view was reflected in the finalized 
document and was presented and acknowledged by the WFMJ Congress held on May 27. 

 
 

WFMJ Final draft position on the revision of Article 9 
 

1. Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and 
order, the Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign 
right of the nation and the threat or use of force as means of 
settling international disputes. 

2. In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, 
sea, and air forces, as well as other war potential, will never be 
maintained. The right of belligerency of the state will not be 
recognized. 

3. In order to achieve full effect of the aims of the preceding two 
paragraphs, a world federal institution that would maintain peace 
and security throughout the world shall be established.  

6. April 16, 2008 
Executive Committee Meeting: Contemplating for a New Article 9  

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/belligerency




 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Proposal on Arms Reduction 


On the occasion of 


The G8 Speakers of Lower House Summit  


 


 


 


 


 


 


World Federalist Movement of Japan 







Your Excellencies, 


Believing the realization of a World Federation would become an impetus to lasting 
world peace, we the World Federalists in Japan are engaged in activities to 
promote the establishment of a global institution. For this reason, our ultimate 
goal lies in the elimination of all armaments. However, in light of the Speakers of 
Lower House Summit which is to be held in Hiroshima, at the land of peace, we 
have decided to call on all participating Speakers of the Lower House to actively 
engage in actions that would lead to global disarmament which we believe would 
act as a precursor to lasting world peace. Accordingly, we propose the following:  


 


１． Illegalization of Use of Nuclear Arms 
Although illegalization of the possession of nuclear arms is improbable for the 
foreseeable future considering the nature of current international politics, the 
illegalization of the use of nuclear arms is. In its advisory opinion, though it refrained 
from specifically referring to the applicability of the state of national emergency, the 
International Court of Justice determined that the use of nuclear weapons is against 
international law. We therefore urge for the establishment of an international law that 
clearly prohibits the use of nuclear arms.  
 
２．   Cluster Munitions 
We highly praise the adoption of the Convention on cluster munitions made in 
accordance with the Oslo Process in Dublin, including the efforts made by the Japanese 
government. We also highly praise the effort, in which a provision to prohibit the 
so-called improved munitions was included in Article 2 of the Convention, which in 
effect prohibit all types of munitions despite the fact that latest munitions “equipped 
with an electronic self-destruction mechanism” and “an electronic self-deactivating 
feature” were not included. 
As a follow-up to the Convention, we urge all states to take the following actions: 


A) Prepare relative implementing laws, ratify the Convention, and expedite the 
disposal of existing munitions; 


B) Urge the government to exercise voluntary restraint on owning the latest type of 
munitions, for it is doubtful that the munitions equipped with an electronic 
self-destruction mechanism and an electronic self-deactivating feature would 
function as designed when these munitions are deployed in damp areas. If these 
features don’t function properly as designed, the unexploded munitions and/or 
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sub munitions may cause damage to the nationals of the affected area. 
Considering this risk it is desirable that governments refrain from owning not 
only the improved types of munitions but including the latest type of munitions. 


C) Urge the government to encourage states not party to the Convention to ratify 
the treaty and discourage them from using cluster munitions, as stipulated 
under Article 21 of the Convention. 


 
３．   Depleted Uranium Weapons  
We welcome the adoption of the United Nations General Assembly in the 62nd Session 
of the General Assembly in November 2007 which placed the issue of Depleted 
Uranium weapons as a matter of international concern and an item in the global 
disarmament agenda. Accordingly, we urge all states to take the following actions:  


A) Call on the government to exercise voluntary restraint on the use of DU 
weapons during the execution of survey studies on the effects of the DU 
on human body and on the environment; 


B) Urge the government to actively participate and contribute to the efforts 
involving the survey studies on the effects oh the DU on human body and 
on the environment.  


 
４．   Arms Trade Treaty 
We welcome the proposal of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) made by Japan and its allies 
and the ongoing international debate on the issue. Recognizing that the use of small 
and light-weight weapons do most harm to civilians including women and children, we 
urge the government to actively engage in the efforts to accelerate the adoption of this 
international treaty.  


 


MITSUNORI UEKI, President 


World Federalist Movement of Japan 


 


MAYUMI MORIYAMA, President 


Japan Committee for World Federation 








ADDRESS BY 


H.E. MR. TARO ASO 


PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN 


AT THE SIXTY-THIRD SESSION OF THE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


SEPTEMBER 25, 2008 


NEW YORK 


Mr. President, 


Distinguished delegates,  


Ladies and gentlemen, 


It is my greatest honour to stand here as the new Japanese Prime Minister -- brand 


new, really, having been designated by the Diet just slightly more than 24 hours ago. 


First I would like to congratulate Your Excellency Mr. Miguel d'Escoto Brockmann on 


assuming the Presidency of the General Assembly. I extend my heartfelt 


appreciation to His Excellency Dr. Srgjan Kerim, former President of the General 


Assembly, for his devoted efforts during his tenure. I wish also to express my 


profound respect for the tireless leadership demonstrated by His Excellency 


Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in the management of the United Nations. 


Mr. President, 


Being back in New York I am reminded of an old saying about bankers. It seems that 


there are only two types of bankers in the world, bankers with short memories and 


bankers with no memories. 


In finance, manias and panics cling together in much the same way that shadows 


follow objects. Manias invariably develop over time, which then give rise to panic. 







It was ten years ago, in September no less, that the world saw a nightmare in which 


liquidity suddenly dried up. For more than the last quarter-century, it seems almost 


as if manias and panics have performed a never-ending musical rondo every few 


years, with a large number of countries and markets as their stage, naturally 


including Tokyo. 


Tokyo stayed relatively clearheaded during the most recent frenzy. But, that said, it 


could be argued this was due to little more than the unusually long time we had 


suffered when our hangover morphed into a debt overhang as a result of the 


previous craze of the 1980's and 90's. 


This rondo continues on without end, and so certainly humankind will once again 


hear this very same melody in the not-too-distant future. We simply must advance 


inch by inch each time and resolve to become more prudent.  


Vociferous arguments on international financial architecture are about to begin once 


more. Japan is eager to contribute its experiences and its knowledge. 


Mr. President, 


In Japan, May is the season for enjoying new green growth, and July 7 is the day on 


which children and adults alike tie strips of paper bearing hand-written wishes to 


bamboo branches hung from the eaves and look to the night sky as they pray for 


their dreams to come true. 


This year in May, Japan held the Fourth Tokyo International Conference on African 


Development, also known as "TICAD IV," bringing together some 3,000 participants 


in the port city of Yokohama. 


From Africa, representatives of 51 nations gathered, including 41 at the head of 


state and government level. Enthusiastically advocating for a "Vibrant Africa," this 


Conference called for support to accelerate economic growth. To pursue the 


Millennium Development Goals in a sustainable manner, and to foster health, water 


and sanitation, and education in Africa on the basis of human security, the concept 


which Japan has carefully nurtured -- three thousand people renewed their 


determination to achieve these goals. The vibrancy of Japan's fresh green leaves 


surely touched the heart of each participant. 
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Then, on July 7, the day on which we pray for the realisation of our dreams for the 


future, the Government of Japan moved the stage to Lake Toyako on our northern 


island of Hokkaido, opening the G8 Summit and a series of outreach meetings. 


Japan again put issues regarding development among the main themes, and we 


invited a large number of African participants. This was to ensure that the 


momentum generated by TICAD IV would be firmly maintained. 


As a result of making climate change another Summit theme, we succeeded in 


agreeing to seek to adopt a global long-term target of reducing emissions and to 


seek to create under the United Nations an effective framework in which all major 


economies participate in a responsible way. This is an outcome of the Toyako 


Summit that should be regarded as no small matter. We aim to realise these goals by 


no later than the end of 2009. 


Mr. President and honourable delegates, I believe that you associate efforts to 


address climate change with the name of Japan's ancient capital for a thousand 


years, Kyoto. Japan has always felt some degree of pride regarding this issue. Japan 


leads the globe in requiring the least amount of energy to produce one unit of GDP. 


Our technological creativity has been in the background making that possible. We 


are eager for the world to utilise this to a much greater extent. The idea of a 


sectoral approach is also something with which Japan aims to contribute to many 


other countries. 


Mr. President, 


Such was the mark achieved by the G8 just over two months ago with Japan as the 


chair. 


We are now witnessing irregularities in the global economy. It is my wish -- and 


indeed, my belief -- that the pledges of May and the dreams of July will be 


impervious to the strong and fast winds that now buffet them. Making a "Vibrant 


Africa" even more vibrant, or ending global environmental degradation through the 


efforts of all nations -- both of these have an important premise: the stability of the 


global economy. 


With this being the case, then as I see it, the task ahead for Japan is already quite 


clear, namely, that Japan's primary responsibility lies in invigorating its own economy. 


In light of the size of the Japanese economy, the second-largest in the world, 
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certainly this would be the most immediately effective contribution that Japan can 


deliver. I will work determinedly to realise this very contribution. This is my pledge to 


you, Mr. President, and to this august Assembly. 


Mr. President, 


Allow me now to change the topic to relate to you a small episode that took place 


this past summer. 


This transpired in a small town on the outskirts of Tokyo. Nine high school students 


from abroad arrived there at the end of August, and it was their first time to set foot 


in Japan. There was nothing unusual about these very typical-looking high school 


student visitors grimacing at the unfamiliar food they were presented with. 


But there was one regard in which these young men and women stood apart from 


participants in conventional invitation programs. These high school students -- four 


Palestinians and five Israelis -- had all lost at least one relative as a result of 


terrorism or other aspects of the severe situation facing the Middle East. 


Mr. President, 


I have just introduced one of the ongoing efforts by Japanese civil society to 


promote reconciliation. These high school students may have no chance to interact 


with each other when they are back home. But for the several days that they are in 


a faraway country, travelling in pairs made up of Israelis and Palestinians to here and 


there across the beautiful and verdant land of Japan, something changes inside them. 


These young people come to understand that religion and ethnicity make no 


difference when it comes to the sorrow felt at losing a parent, and they often cry 


tears upon coming to this realisation. Through these tears of understanding they will 


come to see ties between their futures. 


For comprehensive peace in the Middle East, what is necessary is the mental 


"groundwork" that will make such peace possible. By investing in the young minds of 


high school students, Japanese civil society is working to foster this groundwork. 


Mr. President, 


As this example suggests, there is no doubt in my mind that there are certain types 


of diplomacy that Japan is uniquely able to undertake. 
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If Israeli "drip irrigation" technology were to be introduced in the West Bank of the 


Jordan River, Palestinian youth would be able to devote themselves to the 


production of vegetables. However, the wall of distrust that separates the two sides 


will not allow that in the immediate future. Here, Japan desires to act as a catalyst, 


serving as a mediator between the two sides. Japan is willing to bring its own 


technologies that maximize the potential of drip irrigation. 


In time, as a result of irrigation, the land of the West Bank will become fertile. The 


agricultural products grown there will be processed by Palestinians and transported 


through Jordan to be laid out fresh in stores in consuming regions around the Gulf. 


The Government of Japan aims to bring about such a future through its initiative: 


"Corridor for Peace and Prosperity". 


Here, Japan continues to provide its technologies and funding, but most of all, it 


aims to be a mediator fostering trust. Needless to say, trust is the scarcest 


resource of all in the Middle East. 


The Government of Japan is currently preparing to submit a draft resolution on the 


total elimination of nuclear weapons. I believe that there is no one who questions 


the wholehearted commitment of the Japanese people to this issue. In the same way, 


I believe it would be superfluous to elaborate on the fact that Japan values the 


activities of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Japan has fielded Mr. 


Yukiya Amano, Ambassador to the International Organizations in Vienna and former 


Chairman of the Board of Governors of the IAEA, as a candidate to be the next 


Director General of the IAEA. I strongly urge your support of his candidacy. 


Mr. President,  


Just a moment ago, I touched briefly on the significance of July 7 for Japan. The 


heads of state and government and their spouses that gathered in Toyako for the 


G8 Summit wrote their wishes on bamboo leaves. While the words they chose varied, 


there was not a single person who did not include a wish for peace. 


Yet in the short space of time since then, there have been incidents at various 


locations disturbing the peace, one after another. First, regarding the situation in 


Georgia, I strongly expect to see a peaceful resolution of the issues, based on the 


principle of territorial integrity, with the parties involved, including Russia, acting in a 


responsible manner. 
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And speaking of July 7, this date conjures up abhorrent memories in the United 


Kingdom. We, the delegates assembled here, have become newly incensed at the 


atrocity of the terrorist attack that took place in Islamabad five days ago. It has also 


turned out to be difficult to find the path towards improving the situation in 


Afghanistan. There has been no change whatsoever to the fact that terrorism 


constitutes the greatest threat to the peace and prosperity of the world. 


I believe that the international community must continue to be engaged in tenacious 


efforts to combat terrorism. Japan has from the start been committed to 


reconstruction assistance to Afghanistan and we have maintained our refuelling 


activities in the Indian Ocean. I would like to state here that Japan will continue into 


the future to stand side by side with the international community and participate 


proactively in the fight against terrorism. 


Among outstanding issues in the vicinity of Japan, it goes without saying that the 


most pressing are those concerning North Korea. 


North Korea has abducted Japanese citizens including an innocent young girl named 


Megumi. Despite having pledged to begin an investigation anew into the abduction 


victims, it has still not taken action towards fulfilling this commitment. Regarding its 


pledge to abandon its nuclear programmes, it is widely known that recently there has 


been conspicuous lack of progress. In parallel with the actions that North Korea 


would take, I am prepared to take actions towards the resolution of the outstanding 


issues of concern between Japan and North Korea and the settlement of the 


unfortunate past between us, moving Japan-North Korea relations forward. What we 


await is action by North Korea. I will also continue to pursue the abandonment of 


North Korea's nuclear capabilities and its nuclear weapons through the framework of 


the Six-Party Talks. 


That leads me to say that China and the Republic of Korea are each important 


partners for Japan and countries with which Japan must seek to increase mutual 


benefits and shared interests. Japan must promote multilayered cooperation with 


both of these countries as well as with ASEAN. Together, we must enhance the 


peace and prosperity of the East Asian region, and beyond, the world peace and 


prosperity. 


Mr. President, 
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As I mentioned at the beginning of my remarks, I have only very recently become 


Japan's Prime Minister. I was designated Prime Minister by the Diet and appointed 


by His Majesty the Emperor of Japan barely 24 hours ago, and this is my first 


engagement since assuming office. I hope that through my remarks thus far you can 


appreciate why I have taken such pains to join you here today. There are numerous 


points I have been wanting to raise. 


Looking back, Japan has come a long way, with the Japan-US alliance as an 


unchangeable cornerstone, while steadfastly enhancing the relationships with 


neighbouring Asian nations. And, I believe that you, Mr. President, and all the other 


dignitaries gathered in this Assembly hall will without exception acknowledge that 


Japan strongly emphasizes the importance of the United Nations and has never 


once veered from the path of international cooperation. Even though they have 


suffered setbacks at times, the citizens of Japan, who have so vigorously pursued 


the building of the economy, have been guided by a single philosophy until the 


present day, that peace and happiness are most certainly within our grasp through 


the pursuit of economic prosperity and democracy. 


I am determined to work in solidarity with countries holding fundamental values in 


common and to share Japan's experiences with nations strongly needing such 


support. It is my unwavering view that this is a responsibility incumbent on Japan. 


Mr. President, 


It is for these reasons that, speaking on behalf of the people of Japan, I must state 


and reiterate the absolute imperative of United Nations Security Council reform. We 


must bring about the early reform of the Security Council through an expansion of 


both the permanent and non-permanent memberships. Next month, new 


non-permanent members of the Council will be elected, and Japan is standing as a 


candidate. Mr. President, colleagues, let me conclude my remarks today by 


expressing my sincere wish for the support of the member states for Japan's 


candidacy. 


Thank you for your kind attention. 


 





