
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
                  

Often referred to as a Father of 
the European Union, Altiero 
Spinelli (1907-1986) was 
imprisoned on the island of 
Ventotene during Mussolini’s 
Fascist government. While 
imprisoned there together in 
1941, Eugenio Colorni, Ernesto 

 Rossi and Spinelli collaborated on the Ventotene  
Manifesto, entitled "Towards a Free and United Europe" 
that advocated that a new democratically founded 
European federation would succeed in preventing future 
wars on the continent.  

 

Spinelli led the Movimento Federalista Europeo after 
World War II and continued advocating for a federalist 
union of Europe throughout his political career. The 
Istituto di Studi Federalisti Altiero Spinelli now 
celebrates his legacy with an annual Seminar on the 
anniversary of Spinelli’s birthday that brings together 
youth from around Europe and the world to debate 
current issues  in federalism. 

 

 

International Secretariat

708 Third Avenue, 24th floor
New York, NY 10017 

Phone: 212-599-1320 
Fax: 212-599-1332 

Email: info@wfm-igp.org 

Coordinated by:

 

THE LEGACY OF ALTIERO SPINELLI       
and the Ventotene Manifesto 26th

International Seminar  
on Federalism 

Ventotene, Italy 
 

 

30 August – 4 September, 2009 

A unique opportunity to gain a fresh perspective of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about the 26th Ventotene 
International Seminar on Federalism or further programs 

on Federalism, please contact: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

THE VENTOTENE EXPERIENCE           
(in their own words) 

 

“Attending the Ventotene seminar was a brilliant way to learn about 
new perspectives and new issues concerning federalism and discuss 
politics and European matters, while at the same time enjoying the 
warm Italian sun and the great cooking, freshing up with a swim in the 
clear, blue water, and not least make a lot of great new friends from all 
around the world." -  Ingvil Louise Nürnberg, Norway 
 

 
 

“Ventotene was an incredible experience, both meeting people and 
discussing issues that I have never before discussed in such depth. It 
was a great combination of discussions and sunshine, and spending 
time at the beach." -  Lina Ohltmann, Germany 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
For one week I lived in that small microcosm on that lovely island 
which had been the place for European debates for 60 years. Sharing 
views on federalism with young people from all over Europe and the 
world was most enriching. I enjoyed learning of the progress of 
federalism in South America and Africa—it made me realize how far 
Europe has come in so little time. And I loved the evening discussions 
around a huge bowl of pasta while trying to make this world a better 
place.                         - Annabelle Dullin, Luxembourg 

 

 

“It was fascinating to feel connected to so many youth sharing the 
same commitments to the cause of federalism.  I felt that I was 
participating in an enriching debate with some of the most important 
figures in world federalism.”                   - Mercedes Carluccio, Argentina 

FEDERALISM IN EUROPE & THE WORLD 
Provisional Programme* 

*Please note that the following programme is based on the 2008 Seminar.  
Topics, speakers and times are subject to change. 

Sunday, August 30  
12,00-17,00 Arrival of participants and check-in  
17,00-17,30 Welcome and introductions  
17,30-18,30 What is a federal state?  
 Federalism vs. Nationalism  
18,30-19,30 Discussion with the speakers  
 
Monday, August 31  
09,30-11,00 Federalism, peace and ecology   
11,30-13,00 Working groups  
17,30-18,00 Feedback from the groups  
18,00-19,30 Discussion with the speakers  
 
Tuesday, September 1  
09,30-11,00 The need for a new global, political and  
 economic order  
11,30-13,00 Working groups  
17,30-18,00 Feedback from the groups  
18,00-19,30 Discussion with the speakers  
  
Wednesday, September 2  
09,30-11,00 Toward a European security strategy:  which  
 European foreign/security policy in the Balkans?  
11,30-13,00 Working groups  
16,30-18,00 Feedback from the groups and discussion  
18,00-19,30 Roundtable: Regional unification processes: 
  Africa, Middle East, and South America  
 
Thursday, September 3  
09,30-11,00 A European federal government and a  
 European constitution  
11,30-13,00 Working groups  
17,30-18,00 Feedback from the groups  
18,00-19,30 Discussion with the speakers  
 
Friday, September 4  
9,30-11,00 A European agenda for a European federal  
 government  (A round table with European youth  
 political parties and civil society)  

APPLY TO PARTICIPATE TODAY! 
(by 15 May 2009) 

If you wish to attend the 26th International Seminar, please 
complete the following information and submit to:  
                    Istituto di Studi Federalisti Altiero Spinelli  
                    Email: mfe_to@bussola.it 
                    Fax: +39 0114732843 
 

or complete online  at: www.istitutospinelli.org 
 

L’ Istituto di Studi Federalisti Altiero Spinelli, has generously provided 
a limited number of scholarships for  international participants. 

 

To apply for a scholarship, please provide the following information 
along with a statement of motivation as to why you wish to attend 

and why you should be considered for a scholarship.  
 

 WFM-IGP encourages applicants to seek funding from their local or 
national organizations to travel and participate in the Seminar. 

 

Name (first) 
 

Name (last) 
Address  

 

City/State/Postal Code 

Country  

Phone 

Fax 

Email 

Date of Birth:               /         /                 Sex: Male / Female 
                                   Day/Month/Year 

Organization/Affiliation 
 
Did you attend a Ventotene Seminar in the past?  
                       Yes   / No                                       Date? 
Would you like to be considered for a scholarship? 
                        Yes   / No 
Would you be able to attend without a scholarship? 
                         Yes   / No 

 
In addition to the above information, please also submit a 

statement of Motivation for consideration of a scholarship to 
attend the International Seminar to Istituto Spinelli: 

mfe_to@bussola.it 


