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Congress 1995 • San Francisco 
International Environmental Protection

The resolution as amended was passed by 29 votes nem con

This Congress

Decides 

.
to ask the United Nations and its member States to instruct the Commission for Sustainable Development or another body to study the possibilities and perspectives for a new international system to protect the environment, including in such a study the adjudication of global environmental disputes, International Environmental Court and a more permanent specialized agency to deal with environmental issues in general.

- 
to support as a first step, under the direction of UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme), the establishing of The International Environmental Court. This Court shall have jurisdiction over the member Nations (including individuals and companies/cooperation's) of the United Nations. 

United Nations Economic Security Council

The resolution as amended was passed by 23 votes to 2.

The Congress

Recognizing that it is timely to build a global forum that can provide leadership in areas of economic, social and environmental issues

Realizing that this forum should be more representative than the Group of Seven or the Bretton Woods institutions

Realizing the importance of local communities in expressing their right of participation and self-determination of factors towards peoples' sustainable development"

Realizing that the World Summit for Social Development (WSSD) did not address the structural causes of poverty, unemployment and social disintegration, as well as environmental degradation in an acceptable way

Noting the proposal from the Commission on Global Governance on establishing of an Economic Security Council (ESC) 

Resolves that WFM supports the consideration of the establishment of a representative and manageably sized UN Economic Security Council (ESC) with authority to enact and enforce laws and that the ESC should provide a forum for global macroeconomic, social and environmental policy coordination and effective, democratic functioning of international development and financial institutions.
Environmental Education

The Resolution was passed by 30 votes nem con

The Congress
Bearing in mind that global production and consumption must stay within the limits of the carrying capacity of the earth, it is essential to prevent the global market system from continuing to reward irresponsible behaviour that cares nothing for the household, community, nation and humankind;

observing that these environmental challenges are formidable and requires education for  “Global Ethics”, change in lifestyle etc.

Resolves to ask the United Nations initiate a programme for assisting Member States to make environmental education a part of the educational system.

Reaching out to Corporate Leaders on Global Ethic Values 

The Resolution was passed by 22 votes nem con

Whereas globally valid and ethical and spiritual values are increasingly considered an essential part of private corporate philosophies and of the criteria used in assessing the business success and performance of managers and employees of private corporations.

Taking into account that the vision and mission statements of private corporations are global in scope, whereas their action and very survival are best measured by the effectiveness of their regional and local action and of the services they render locally and regionally, thus sharing basically world federalists’ views of the organizational structure of global society,
the 22nd Congress of WFM

urges member organizations to reach out to corporate leaders, and share with them the world federalist views on building peace and security, on creating a more stable world for a sustainable environment, and in furthering humankind’s - and their own- prosperity.

Congress 1998 • Chennai 
The Right to Development and the Eradication of Poverty
This resolution was passed unanimously nem con.

WFM continues to consider the international covenant for social, cultural right and political rights as an important instrument.

WFM believes that critical global problems like global financial crisis and the conditionalities of the foreign investment further marginalise the poor. Therefore laws governing globalisation need to be in place. 

WFM views federalism and grassroots democracy as essential routes towards the right to development. To this end, therefore the right to development encomposes:

· Right to life, livelihood

· Right to liberty, freedom of expression

· Right to education and information

· Right to self determination

· Right to participation

· Right to peaceful coexistence and economic justice. 

· Right to access to just sharing of resources

We resolve that human development new indicators should be culture friendly and based on vulnerabities of the poor and not merely the symptoms/condition poverty.

We resolve that the right to self determination should form the basis of any international development initiate where by victim of unjust society themselves have the opportunity to organise themselves to define the problem, have just-opportunity  structures to cope with the situation and of avenues for political participation for self governance.

In line with the above, we feel that United Nations Parliamentary Assembly (UNPA) would truly be representative of the voice of the people of the world.

We urge WFM MOs/AOs to strengthen the civil society leaders in this direction.

We resolve to continue to monitor the reporting process of the convention on the rights of the child and the follow-up to the Beijing Conference of Women, and effective implementation of the Social Summit with strong political commitment.

Committee to Study the Feasibility of Creating an Enforcement Mechanism of International Environmental Laws

This resolution was passed unanimously with two absentions nem con.

The Congress
Bearing in mind the importance of an international mediation body and/or the authority which will control the enforcement of the existing and future environmental laws,

Urges WFM to develop the concept and mechanism of such a body to investigate sources for international environmental law, and to review the institutional and organizational experience of similar bodies (such as the ICC) which can assist in developing a model for such an environmental laws enforcement mechanism, and

Urges WFM to form a Working Group to mediate among and cooperate with UN bodies, INGOs, NGOs (regional , local, and national governments of WFM member organizations), academic specialists, educational institutions, and members of civil society. A report of the findings of the Working Group shall be presented at the XXIV WFM Congress.

Follow-up of Previous Environmental Education Training

The Resolution was passed unanimously with one abstention nem con.

The Congress

Urges the WFM to take an exhaustive inventory of its current initiatives and activities in environmental education training, review successful and practical environment lessons learned so that they can be incorporated in a curriculum, and submit those programs to WFA/WFM members, and organizations, and appropriate U.N. bodies.

WTO Consultations with NGOs and Civil Societies

This resolution was passed unanimously nem con.

The Congress
Bearing in mind that the World Trade Organization (WTO), could and should play a positive role in sustainable development, and protection of the global environment, and that WTO has created a new type of binding procedures and rules, and that these WTO rules and arbitration procedures have become a new codex of World Law, and in view of the significant contribution of global commerce to the well-being of the peoples of the world,

Urges the WFM Executive Committee and national member organizations to contribute to the current open process of pre-consultation in which civil society and NGOs have been invited to take part in preparation of the next WTO Millennium Round of Negotiations.

Reaching out to Key Technology Industry Leaders

This resolution was passed unanimously nem con.

The Congress
Bearing in mind that key information and communication technologies have created a global infrastructure which can greatly contribute to sustainable development and the prosperity for all nations and the peoples of the world, as well as speed-up the establishment and the proper functioning of a World Federal Authority,

Urges WFM and its member organizations to identify and reach out to leaders in those key technologies, so that they can contribute to the cause of  World Federalism.

Microcredit Loans and Sustainable Development

This resolution was passed unanimously nem con.

The Congress
Bearing in mind that the microfinance movement has contributed significantly to sustainable economic development, local entrepreneurial activities, and improvement of the material and social condition of people in several parts of the world,

Encourages WFM and its national member organizations to devise plans and means in support of microfinance projects, and the grants of microcredit loans to those projects that would further strengthen sustainable economic development.

Early Environmental Education for Elementary and Grade School Students

This resolution was passed unanimously nem con.

The Congress
Bearing in mind that children are the citizens of the future and their understanding of the global environment plays a critical role in the protection of the global environment,

Recommends the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) to emphasize the importance of early environmental education among children in elementary and grade school through a set of specific curricula to instill the value of sustainable ecosystems such that the daily lifestyle of the children are in concert sustainable development.

Utilization of Global Environment Facility (GEF) by WFM Member Organizations for Sustainable Development Projects

This resolution was passed unanimously nem con.

The Congress
Bearing in mind that the Global Environment Facility is specifically designed to provide financial assistance to sustainable development projects,

Urges WFM to provide basic information on GEF's funding process to WFM member organizations so that local members and NGOs can apply for financial assistance for projects related to environment and sustainable development.
Congress 2002 • London
A New ‘Bretton Woods’ for a Just International Order

This resolution was passed unanimously nem con.

Whereas for the first time since the creation of ‘Bretton Woods’ institutions during World War II, a new and prominent currency, the euro, is challenging the dominance of the dollar in international trade and Asia, Latin America and Africa are also discussing common currencies.

Whereas the present international economic and financial institutions have demonstrated their inability to resolve the financial and development problems in the world.

Whereas the process of globalization entails an increasing volume of financial and trade exchanges on the international market.

Whereas the process of globalization is not being addressed adequately and has often resulted in problems of mass poverty, unemployment, environmental degradation (including pollution) and lack of sustainable development, knowing that the present problems cannot be solved by market alone, but require new democratic world institutions for governance of the international economy.

Be it Resolved that WFM should seek to convene regional forums with regional WFM organizations and other interested parties (for example, economists, NGO’s, political leaders, academics, trade unions) to discuss current problems and innovative solutions, to consider issues such as holding a new ‘Bretton Woods’ conference, open to all countries, in order to create a world economic and monetary union, which might be endowed with limited but real fiscal powers in order to stabilize the international economy, and to promote sustainable development and a just international economic order.  
Earth Charter

This resolution was passed unanimously nem con.

The WFM Congress

Urges the Secretariat and the Executive Committee to consider endorsement of the Earth Charter document, negotiated by Civil Society through the auspices of the Earth Council and the Green Cross, prior to the WSSD in Johannesburg.

Global Deal

This resolution was passed unanimously nem con.

Bearing in mind that environmental problems are of global concern and closely connected to development problems of developing countries; 

Noting that the developed countries have not lived up to the promises made in 1992 to render 0.7 per cent of their GDP for official development assistance;

Reaffirms the decision of the 23.  WFM congress in Chennai on micro credit loans

Calls upon WFM, its MO/AO’s to work for a global deal between rich and poor countries at the World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD) in order to secure the necessary basis for a sustainable economic development.

A Global Deal in Johannesburg must as a minimum:

· Observe international human rights legislation

· Be based on the full concept of sustainability, including environmental considerations and social sustainability

· Build on a rights based and participatory approach to development

· Support the implementations of Agenda 21 and honor the promises made at various past UN conferences, including the ratification of agreements already made

· Secure that governments adhere to the minimum objectives of the Right to Development, The Millennium Development Goals, and the Rio Principles

Global Taxation

This resolution was passed with one opposed and two abstentions.

Reaffirms the decision of the 23.  WFM congress in Chennai of WFM exploring the possibility of creating mechanisms such as the Tobin Tax which could provide supplemental funding for the UN and international economic organizations

Urges WFM to explore other possible sources of tax revenue, in particular the possibility of creating an international carbon tax which could provide supplementary funding for the World Environment/Sustainable Development Organization and other UN bodies.

International Environmental Governance

This resolution was passed with one opposed and two abstentions.

Bearing in mind that environmental problems such as climate change and air pollution are global, and there is a growing imbalance between trade and environment in international governance where economic and trade concerns are given priority over environment and social issues;

And that The UN Conference on Environment and Development in 1992 did not agree to form a new international environment - or sustainable development organization, but decided on a weaker discussion forum ñ a Commission on Sustainable Development. This has proved to be an untenable solution. Coordination with other groups/organizations has been poor and sufficient funding has been lacking. In short a global democratic sustainability institution is much needed;

Moreover, towards the end of the 20th century, a number of agreements and conventions were compiled, without correspondingly working out sufficient monitoring - and sanction mechanisms. WFM thus finds that it is imperative to establish a strong international structure, under the UN auspice, for implementation of sustainable development;

In addition, the existence of the World Trade Organization, without corresponding institutions for the environment and sustainable development, increases the risk that finance and trade institutions will set environment policy and assume the role of arbitrators in environmental disputes;

Recognising that efforts to address sustainable development and environment are very under-resourced and under-empowerered;

The international community needs to address the discrepancy between, on the one hand the governance capacities and authorities of existing World Organizations in such areas as trade, finance, health, and labour, and on the other hand the weak and non-binding Programmes and Commissions as the institutional arrangements for the sustainable development and environment sectors;

Recommends that The Johannesburg Summit instruct the General Assembly to declare sustainable development as an overarching framework for UN development activities and give overall political direction to the implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the WSSD.

In advancing sustainable development and environmental governance WFM strongly favours utilizing and strengthening the roles and authority of UN institutions working in these areas, by upgrading the UN's or UNEP's (WEO) global environmental authority. In particular, WFM endorses the need for the establishment of regulatory mechanisms to monitor and enforce compliance with global aspects of international environmental law.

To have a greater capacity to effectively monitor the progress of governments and international organizations in meeting sustainable development commitments, WFM recommends a fundamental upgrade of the UNEP (and CSD) to a specialized UN agency that should result in the development of a world global environment organization. 

This organization, a World Environment/Sustainable Development Organization, should play a key role in implementing Agenda 21 and the WSSD Plan of Action, both as the UN's environmental agency and as a task manager for various issues, and be empowered to tackle financing, corporate accountability and to identify other environment and development issues neglected in other multilateral forums and institutions. This organization's mandate should be to show leadership, develop solutions towards real implementation of sustainable development, monitor the countries' compliance with international conventions and make effective sanctions if countries do not honour commitments.

Calls for dramatic increases in funding and strengthening of International Environmental Governance (IEG) and Sustainable Development Governance (SDG) structures.

Multilateral Environmental Agreements

This resolution was passed with one abstention.

The Congress

Calls upon all states to ratify all environmental conventions and protocols, and urgently to ratify the Kyoto Protocol.
Corporate Accountability

This resolution was passed with one abstention.

Whereas increased corporate influence undermines environmental governance at a national and multilateral level; and

Whereas decreasing powers of nation-states in regulating corporate activities call for international governance;

Therefore, we hereby resolve that the WFM supports a binding convention for Corporate Accountability. The Convention for Corporate Accountability would require that all trans-national corporations operating anywhere in the world meet minimum standards of labour, human rights and environmental performance.  

These requirements would be negotiated to standards that promote sustainability.  Those ignoring such requirements would be precluded by all Parties to the Convention from operating within their territories.   
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